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NASA educator lands at Riggs 
by Jennifer Heidelberger 

f 'I f some of you would like to be­
come astronauts, you won't 
ride in a space shuttle; it will 

be outdated by then," said NASA's 
education specialist in an hour long 
assembly concerning NASA's cur­
rent achievements and goals. 

Charles Anderson spoke to both 
junior and senior high students 
about various projects that NASA is 
now working on. One of these pro­
jects is a kind of airplane, nick­
named "The Orient Express," that 
will do the same job as a space shut­
tle. The engineers of this plane are 
hoping it will be able to travel 8000

miles per hour, which would make a 
nineteen-hour flight to Tokyo from 
New York take only two and one­
half hours. 

Anderson talked about many as­
pects of space travel, including the 
purpose of space travel and how the 
astronauts live while they are in 
space. 

Many volunteers were brought 
up for demonstrations through the 
course of the assembly. Aaron 
Chick, senior, helped show how gy­
roscopes aid in guiding rockets 
along their paths of flight, while 
Heather Anderson, sophomore, and 
Denice Asheim, junior, modeled the 
space suits and sleeping bags used 
by astronauts. 

! 

"There has already been one (astronaut) from South 
Dakota. Why not make it several?" 

Earth, only it's packaged different­
ly. The food comes in little packag­
es, and water is added to them. It 
sticks to utensils and cartons, so 
there isn't any floating around like 
science fiction movies show. 

Mark Brost, junior, helped dem­
onstrate how the temperature of 
shuttle tiles fluctuates from friction, 
and Jeff Cleland, senior, was tested 
on how much his jaw muscle had 
been used that morning. 

Anderson took students on an 
imaginary trip to Venus, where 
they would be crushed, choked from 
lack of oxygen, rained on with sul­
phuric acid, and burned, all the 
while laughing from the nitric acid 
(laughing gas) in the atmosphere. 

Some practical applications of 
space travel were mentioned, in­
cluding the Hubble space telescope. 
Anderson explained that the media 
basically told everyone that the tele­
scope was a total failure, but actual­
ly all that was wrong was that the 
mirror was boarded wrong, so it 
sees only six times better instead of 
the anticipated ten times better 
than any other telescope. 

To correct this, NASA is putting 
"glasses" on the mirror so it can see 
up to the ten times better. 

--Charles Anderson 

By the year 2015, NASA scien­
tists hope to have a way to import 
Helium III from the moon. From 
this gas, scientists would be able to 
manufacture enough electricity to 
last the earth 7000 years. Helium 
III is very rare on Earth. 

Astronauts entering space see 
many changes occur in their bodies. 
For one, their cheeks and eyes puff 
out. They grow an inch or two, and 
their legs become very skinny. 
Their stomachs float up into their 
ribs, causing much discomfort. 

Food in space is like food on 

Fluids are packaged in cartons 
and drunk through a straw with a 
clip attached to it so they aren't 
squirted everywhere. In space, as­
tronauts cannot drink soda pop be­
cause when they open the can, the 
fizz goes one way and the can and 
the astronaut go the other. 

Anderson concluded his hour by 
saying, "I hope you have all thought 
about your education and somebody 
in this room decides to become an 
astronaut. There has already been 
one from South Dakota, why not 
make it several?" 

Stiles/ recommends 
space camp 

1 by Angela Hall 
f 'I t was fun and interesting but

for $700 the food could could 
have been better," said Bob 

Stiles of his trip to a NASA spon-
sored space camp. 

Stiles attended space camp , in 
Huntsville, Alabama, earlier this 
fall.- He had wanted to go for a long 
time because he is interested in the 
space program, but he does not 
want to become an astronaut. 

Anyone can. go; you do not have 
to be smart or get good grades. "I 
would reccomend it for anyone espe­
cially if they are interested in math 
or science." Stiles said. 

Some of the lectures he attended 
were on rocket propulsion, space 
shuttle systems, and the history of 
flight. To make things more realis­
tic, simulators were used. Stiles got 
to fly around in a weightless atmos­
phere, go scuba diving, and deal 
with centrifuge. 

Wegner's donates parts 
by Brian Madigan 

W egner's Auto has donated 
- $29,856.52 worth of parts
and equipment to Riggs 

High School, the school board an-
nounced at its October meeting. 

The school board commended the 
donation as an example of the way 
business can get involved with edu­
cation. 

The parts that were donated to 
the Industrial Auto Mechanics class 
from Wegner's will be used for edu­
cational purposes, said Joel Hieb, 
Industrial Auto Mechanics teacher. 

from their use." Hieb said. 
The parts for General Motors, 

Chrysler, and Nissan cars are most­
ly electronic parts that the students 
of the class can use. 

Hieb thought that the parts 
would help extend the student's ed­
ucation in the class. 

The students will benefit from 
the use of the equipment as a part 
of the mechanics class, and Wegn­
er's Auto will benefit by having a 
better range of people with the 
hands-on experience with electroni­
cally parts. 

Spinning wheel: Senior Aaron Chick helps out with the NASA presentation. 

"It was either give them to us ... 
or they (the parts) would go to the 
dump, and no one would benefit 

"It was beneficial to both par­
ties," Loren Mullett, equipment 
manager at Wegner's Auto, said. 


















